Acute pulmonary thromboembolism after distal gastrectomy: an appraisal of the guidelines for preventing pulmonary thromboembolism/deep vein thrombosis.
We report a case of acute pulmonary thromboembolism after gastrectomy. A 67-year-old woman was found to have gastric cancer and a giant lipoma in the ascending colon. We performed distal gastrectomy and enucleation of the ascending colon lipoma. On postoperative day 9, an acute pulmonary thromboembolism developed, and thrombolytic therapy was urgently performed. The 2004 Japanese guidelines for preventing pulmonary thromboembolism/deep vein thrombosis are discussed in relation to the present case.